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Che Wisitant, s<. 


——: (30: 
THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 


THE death of Christ overwhelmed his friends with ter- 
ror and dismay: the hope that it was he who should redeem 
Israel began to fail them: they were scattered like timorous 
sheep without a shepherd to protect, or briny them back to 
the fold. Forsaken, destitute, and exposed, for the moment 
they were of all creatures the most miserable. The enemy 
was in full triumph. That boaster, who treated our charac- 
ter with contempt, who made light of our authority, and 
alienated from us the minds of the multitude, acting as if 
heaven, earth and hell were at his command, can give us no 
further disturbance, His presumptuous career has hurried him 
to the brink ofa precipice from which he could not retreat. 
He is fallen! He is dashed inpieces! He is sunk to rise no 
more! The third day changed the scene, He revived to 
the confusion of his cnemies, but to the exultation of his 
friends. 

FE shall enahias, 


I. The fact as recorded in the gospels, —and 
II. The proof of that fact as presented to the apostles. 
I shali examine, 
I. The fact as recorded in the gospels. 


Let it be remembered that Christ was crucified on the sixth 
day of the week, or on our Friday; that he expired about 
ihree in the afternoon of that day; and that soon afterwards 
he was buried, The Jewish sabbath approached, which, on 
that occasion, being the passover, was obscrved with uncom- 
mon solemnity. The priests, after the services of that holy 
day, applied to Pilate the Roman Sovernor, for a guard to 
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watch the sepulchre, that the disciples might be prevented 
from removing the body; and they succeeded in their ap- 
plication. The only entrance to the sepulchre was secured 
by a stone which many hands could not move, this they sealed, 
and set a guard, with a strict charge to be watchful, for at 
the peril of their lives, they must answer for the performance 
of their duty. Our Lord had given repeated assurances both 
in public and private, that he must die ; but that most cer- 
tainly he would rise again on the third day. The precautions 
now taken, were to expose the fallacy of this prediction, 
which, producing the body after that period, would, to the 
conviction of all, have been apparent, 

Some women, who had attended him from Galilee, with 
others, inhabitants of Jerusalem, had agreed on the day of 
his death, having ascertained where the body was laid, to 
meet at an early hour after the s sabbath, with what was ne- 
cessary to embalm the body, for of his rising again from the 
dead they had not the least expectation : accordingly, at the 
end of the sabbath as it began to dawn, towards the « first day 
‘© of the week came Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, 
** to see the sepulchre.”? The object of this visit was to be 
assured that the body was still in the sepulchre, for it appears 
to have been intended by Joseph of Arimathea, after the sab- 
bath, to have it removed to some more convenient place, his 
own sepulchre being yet unfinished. This visit is supposed 
to have been in the morning according to the idea affixed by 
us to the term, or sometime after midnight; this is a gen- 
eral opinion, but it is questionable: the Jewish sabbath ended 
ewe the sun set, then began the first day of the week ; about 

this period the Marys set out, but it is not said that they 
reached the sepulc hre, and the fact appears to be that a tre- 
mendous storm arising drove them back for refuge to the city, 
where meeting the other women, they procured more spices, 
and completed what was wanting for the pious purpose in 


~ contemplation. 


An awful occurrence arrests attention ; 


sé And behold there was a great carthquake; for the angel 
of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled 
back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His. coun- 
tenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: 
And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as 
dead men.” 
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The original word earth-quake, applies to any violent mo2 
tion in the air, in the earth, or in the sea, a whirlwind, an 
earthquake, or a tempest. At the descent of the angel the 
air and earth were convulsed: nature felt these convulsions 


some time before Christ arose from the dead, for the precise. 


moment is not fixed, it was the pang preceding that birth, 
which eternity shall celebrate. ‘The guards were panic-struck, 
and became insensible; it is not said that they saw Christ 
rise; but something supernatural, which, they could neither 
bear nor resist, shook their souls, and laid them prostrate on 
the ground. | 

The weather, toward day, becoming more moderate, the 
women having finished they preparations went to the se- 
pulchre. All the evangelists agree in fixing the precise time, 
«very early in the morning” says Luke; «at the rising of 
the sun,” says Mark; “early” says John, «* when it was yet 
dark.” Of the women who went to the sepulchre, John men- 
tions Mary Magdalene; Mark joins with her Mary the mo- 
ther of James, and Salome; besides these Luke adds, Joanna 
and others that were with them. The time fixed for going to 
the sepulchre being the same; and the women the same, it is 
likely thatthey set out together, and arrived in a body atthe se- 
pulchre. It was natural to enquire who shall roll away the 
stone * from the door of the sepulchre ?’’ To their surprise, 
they saw on their approach, that the stone which was very 
great was rolled away, * and they entered in, and found not 
the body of the Lord Jesus.” It was a-perplexing circum- 
stance, what steps shall they take ? Let Mary Magdalene go 
to the apostles, and enquire whether the body had been re- 
moved by their knowledge, whilst the rest continued their 
search after it in the garden. 

Mary Magdalene came in haste to “Simon Peter, and to 
the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, 
They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we 
know not where they have laid him.” 

‘* Peter therefore, went forth, and that other disciple, and 
came to the sepulchre. So they both ran together: and the 
other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepul- 
chre. And he, stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen 
clothes lying; yet went he not in. Then cometh Simon 
Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth 
the linen clothes lie, And the napkin, that was about his 
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head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together 
in a place by itself. ‘Then went in also that other disciple, 
which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. 
For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise 
again from the dead. Then the disciples went away again 
unto their own home.” John was struck with the order in 
which every thing was found, the removal of the body must 
have been a deliberate act, he recollected the prediction that 
Jesus should rise again, of which being mindful, and weigh- 
ing whathe now saw, he believed : but Peter was by no means 
satisfied. 

During Mary Magdalene’s absence, her companions, en- 
tering into the sepulchre, “saw a young man sitting on the 
“‘ right side, clothed in a long white garment: and they were 
«‘ affrighted.”” This was the angel who rolled the stone from 
the sepulchre and was so terrible to the Roman guard, but 
with a mild aspect and cheering address he said to them, 
«* Fear not ye: for I know that ye seck Jesus, who was cruci- 
«fied. Heis not here: for he is risen, as he said, come 
«< see the place where the Lord lay.” "This angel is mentioned 
both by Matthew and Mark, at his invitation they went 
down by the steps to the bottem of the senulchre when, « be- 
«hold two angels stood by them in shining garments.” 
«‘ And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the 
earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among 
the dead ?”? 

«He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake 
unto you when he was yet in Galilee. Saying, The son of 
man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day rise again. And they remember- 
ed his words, And returned from the sepulchre, and told all 
these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest. It Was 
Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of 
James, and other women that were with them, which told these 
things unto the apostles. And their words seemed to them 
as idle tales, and they believed them not.” 

‘The eleven were not all present when the women made 
their report; Peter and John had gone to the sepulchre ; 
Mary Magdalene had atready réported what she knew, but 
her report is included by Luke in the report of the rest. Itig 
remarkable that one angel only is mentioned as rolling the 
stone from the door of the sepuichre and sitting thereon. He 
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as not seen by the women on their first arrival, but after. 
wards appeared, now alone, and then in company with another 
angel. They were seen neither by Peter nor John, but ap- 
peared to Mary Magdalene, and to some, sent a second time 
on a deputation from the apostles, as is concluded from the 
language of the brethren going to Emmaus ¢ certain of them 
«© who were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even 
«« so as the women had said: but them they saw not.” Peter 
had been twice at the sepulchre but did not see the angels. 
They were visible, and invisible at pleasure: seen some times 
alone and sometimes in company. The approach to the se- 
pulchre might be Through different streets, and different 
avenues of the garden, which accounts for the passage of so . 
many to and from the sepulchre without meeting. 

Mary Magdalene who had returned, Stood without at the 
sepulchre weeping: and, as she wept, she stooped down, and 
looked into the sepulchre, And seeth two angels in white sit- 
ting, one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the 
body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman why 
weepest thou ? She saith unto them, Because they have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 
And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw 
Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith 
unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou ? 
She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, 
if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid 
him, and I will take him away. Jesus saith unto her, Mary. 
She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni, which is to 
say, Master. Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I 
am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, 
and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Fa- 
ther; and to my God, and your God. Mary Magdalene came 
and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he 
had spoken these things unto her.” 

Mary had her mind so taken up with the thought of her 
departed Lord that a vision of angels could not rouse her. 
The vision excited no emotion, if particular notice. Some 
noise led her to look back, when one appeared to her whom 
she imagined to be the gardener: but pronouncing her name 
in well known accents, she recognized her dear master. To | 
see him alive, and to hear his voice was enough, it set her 
mind at ease. 
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The other women having reported to the disciples whont 
they found at Jerusalem the vision of angels ; were in searclr 
of John and Peter to whom they had a particular messagey 
and as they went, behold «Jesus met them, saying All hail. 
And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. 

«‘ Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my 
brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see 
me. Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch 
came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the 
things that weredone. And when they were assembled with 
the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto 
the soldiers. Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, 
and stole him away while we slept. And if it come to the 
governor’s ears, We will persuade fim, and secure you. So 
they took the money, and did as they were taught: and 
this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until 
this day.” Could any Roman have been asleep on 
guard? It was at the peril of his life ; could all be asleep ? 
Impossible. Suppose that all were asleep, and in such 
a sleep, that no noise disturbed them, could they venture 
to testify what took place when they were asleep? It was a 
mere artifice, to deceive the prejudiced, but so little weight 
had it, even with themselves that it was never in their pre- 
sence, urged against the testimony of the apostles. The 
Lord appeared first to the women. They had shown him kind- 
ness during his personal ministry, and had attended him frora 
Galilee to Judea; they were affected at the indignities which 
were offered him ; and retained their affection even when they 
beheld him expiring on the cross, and laid in the tomb. He 
was not unmindful of their attention and kindness, nor did he 
allow their sympathy and good offices to pass without reward. 
Let nothing prevent his friends in succeeding ages from works 
of piety, they may be subjected to scorn, and for a time de- 
pressed, but they shail be remembered of God, they shall be 
comforted, and their joy shall abound in proportion to the 
sorrow which embittered the day of trial. 

Mary Magdalene was distinguished for her zeal: the Sa- 
viour had snatched her from ruin: she could not forget the 
obligation, nor do enough for him who had done so much for 
her; he had her heart, no object so dear to her, his departure 
left 2 blank which the world could not fill, so entranced was 
she in affliction that even a vision of angels could not rouse 
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her, nor turn one thought to a different subject. To this 
Mary our Lord first appeared, To see him alive! To hear 
him speak! To find him as affectionate as ever! was a healing 
balm to her soul. : 

What was peculiar in the circumstances of the other women 
we know not. Their hearts were uncommonly tender and 
in:pressibie, they shrunk at the appearance of the angels ; but 
the Lord eppeared to them, and by the kindest treatment dis 
sipated their fears and restored vigor to their souls. All who 
love the Lord Jesus, and seek to honor hii, may expect re- 
peated marks of his favour. He will not break the bruised 
reed, nor quench the smoaking flax, He speaks a word in sea- 
sen to the weary: he reveais himself to them at such atime, 
in such a way, and in such a degree, as best suits his wise de- 


signs, whether to reward their zeal, to confirm their faith, or 


assuage their sorrow. 
Such the fact of the resurrection as recorded in the gospels, 


Z proceed, 
II. To examine the proof of that fact as presented to the 
apostles. 


The character of the apostles, and their present disposition, 
when known and kept in mind, enable us with advantage to 
enter on this discussion. The greatest part, if not all of 
Christ’s immediate attendants when on earth were of low birth 
and mean_occupation, little conversant either with men or 
books, under the full influence of the prejudices prevalent at 
that time, and in favour of the religious system advocated by 
the scribes and pharisees. They had neither leisure nor ability 
to exain‘ne for themselves; nor to free the truth from the fet- 
ters in which by a vainimagination it was bound. ‘The doc- 
trines which Christ taught, the miracles which he wrought, 
and the life which he led, forced on the mind a conyiction that 
he was the Messiah promised to the fathers. ‘The character- 
istics of the Messiah according to their teachers were temporal 
dominion and immortal existence on earth. Both our Lord 
repeatedly and in the most express terms disclaimed : but they 
could not be convinced; they were in constant expectation of 
his raising a standard to which the nation should repair. His 
death was fatal to these views ; he had lived more destitute 
than the foxes which have holes, or the birds which have 
nests; and had died an ignominious death, circumstances 
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which shook and overthrew their faith: they must have been 
mistaken: their master dear to them as their own souls, had 
none of the characteristics which were ascribed to the Messiah. 
Mistaken where they thought themselves most certain, they 
never once dreamt of his resurrection, and could not. until 
compelled by the clearest evidence, admit the fact. Beside, 
the enemies of their master were their enemies, they were in 
danger of being seized, condemned and punished, as abettors. 
of blasphemy and rebellion, the crimes imputed to their Lord, 
on account of which he was nailed to the cross. Their expo- 
sure, and the prejudices of early years, which still remained 
in full force, involved them in inextricable perplexities, and 
feli despair. 

Stupified with grief, disappointment and persona! danger, 
they were roused by Mary Magdalene, who had just come 
from the sepulchre, and reperted that the body was missing ; 
Peter and John hastened to the sepulchre, but did not find 
the body, but found to their surprise the linen in which it had 
been wrapped, and the napkin which had bound the head, 
folded carefully and lying apart, circumstances well suited to 
awake attention and excite inquiry. The body was missing 
—by whom was it taken away ? and for what purpose? not 
by friends, for of this they must have known. Not by ene- 
mies, for their object was already gained. Pilate, at whose 
disposal it was, had the other day given it to Joseph of Arima- 
thea, and why should he now revoke his grant? It could not 
have been removed for burial, for the winding-sheet, the nap- 
kin and the spices were left behind; nor by a few, for the 
stone required many hands to remove ; nor in a hurry, every 
appearance bore marks of a deliberate act. The life of Christ 
had been a life of miracles: the miracles attending his death 
were fresh in their remembrance: one suggestion after ano- 
ther must have rushed into the mind to convince them that 
there was here something supernatural. 

The women who arrived after Mary Magdalene’s depar- 
ture brought unexpected tidings of a surprising event: they 
had seen a vision of angels, who told them, that Christ, as 
he had often assured his disciples, according to the repeated 
predictions of the Old Testament, was risen from the dead ; 
they well remembered his own words, which he supported by 
the scripture, which he understood much better than their rul- 
ers, by whose false glosses they had been misled. But what 
was meant by his rising from the dead? Was he again to live 
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with them on earth ?——If so where was he? No one had seen 
him, neither the women nor the brethren who had been at the 
sepulchre. Like Enoch and Elijah was he gone to heaven, and 
were they to expect his return on earth to restore the kingdom 
to Israel ? To remove these doubts, Mary Magdalene again 
appeared. She had not only seen a vision of angels, but had 
seen Christ himself, she mistock him for the gardener, but 
had the evidence of her eyes and ears that it was the Lord. 

She, indeed, was not permitted to touch him, but had it in 
charge to tell his disciples, «I ascend tomy Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.” This was a ary bad 
proof of the resurrection than any yet afforded, M 

seen him. His language to Mary corresponded to his lan- 
guage at the last supper, and removed the obscurity in which 
his language was then involved; « a little while and ye shall 
not seeme ; and again a little while and ye shall see me, be- 
cause I go to my Father.” His absence from them fora little 
had tortured their hearts: seeing him before he went to the 
father although for a short time, might be expected; in no 
instance had he ever deceived them, nor would he in this. 

Doubts still darkened the subject, Mary at first mistook him 
for another, and might not the whole be an illusion ?—why 
was she forbidden to touch him? Has she not seen an apparti- 
tion and not her Lord himself? They were ready to pronounce 
her report an idle tale, when the other women returned, say- 
ing that to them also the Lord had appeared ; he spake kind- 
ly to them, and received their embrace. He was as conde- 
scending as ever, commanding them to tell his disciples that 
he still pomaide red them as his brethren, and should meet them 
at Galilee. 

The report of Christ’s being risen, by so many witnesses, 
following one another in quick succession and relating such @ 
variety of surprising incidents, was enough to overwhelm a 
common understanding. Time was therefore given the dis- 
ciples, to weigh these different reports—to recollect the pre- 
dictions of Chr ist himself—and to examine the scriptures re- 
ferred to, in the conversations which the women had both 
with the angels and with their Lord. For enquiries which 
might remove early and rooted prejudices they were very ina- 
dequate. ‘To assist them in these enquiries, he met two 
of them on the way to Emmaus: « And they talked together 
of all these things which had happened. And it came to pass, 
that, while they communed together, and reasoned, Jesug 
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himself drew near, and went withthem, But their eyes were 
holden, that they should not know him, And he said unto 
them what manner of communications are these that ye have 
one with another, as ye walk, and aresad? And one of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, answering, said unto him, Art 
thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the 
things which are come to pass there in thesedays? And he 
said unto them. What things? And they said unto him con- 
cerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and ail the people: And how the 
chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned 
to death, and have crucified him. But we trusted that it had 
been he which should have redeemed Israel : and, besides all 
this, to-day is tle third day since these things were done. 
Yea, and certain women also of our company made us aston- 
ished, which were early at the sepulchre: And when they 
found not his body, they came, saying, That they had also 
secn a vision of angels, which said that he was alive. And 
certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and 
found it even so as the women had said ; but him they saw not, 
‘Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken! Ought not Chiist to have 
suffered these things, and to enter into his glory ? And begin- 
ning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them 
in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. And they 
drew nigh unto the village whither they went: and he made 
as though he would have gone further. But they constrained 
him, saying, Abide with us; for it is toward eyening, and 
the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them. 
And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took 
bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. And 
their eyes were opened, and they knew him ; and he vanished 
out of their sight. And they said one to another, did not our 
hearts burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and 
while he opened unto us the scriptures ? 

Not knowing their master at first is expressly ascribed to 
a supernatural restraint. His design was te convince them 
from the scripture, that humility was the way to honer ; suf? 
fering to triumph; the cross, to the crown. Their Judg- 
ment was first convinced, that the testimony of sense might 
make the deeper impression. The same steps were taken 
with the brethren at Jerusalem: none of them except Peter 
had yet seen him, let them reflect on his own prediction, 
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whilst yet among them, founded on the scripture, In anos 
ther course, their astonishment at his immediate appearance — 
might have overborne all sober thought, and left them, when 
the first strong impression was auihiaals still in doubt ; be- 
ing convinced from scripture that Christ must die, and rise 
again from the dead ; and that conviction. being confirmed 
by the testimony of their senses, the fact rested on a founda- 
tion which nothing afterwards could shake. 

At Emmaus, in the breaking of bread, the restraint was 
taken off, their Lord was known to them, they knew his 
countenance, his voice, his action, a shadow of doubt did not 
remain, joyfully they acknowledged their dearest, their best, 
their risen Saviour. Their brethren at Jerusalem were to- 

ether in a retired chamber, talking over the various trans- 
actions of that eventful day, to whom they immediately has- 
tened fraught with joyful news. At the moment of their ap- 
pearance, they were told before they could relate the occur- 
rence which had occasioned their return, as a circumstance 
which had more weight with the apostle than any other, «the 
Lord hath risen indeed, and hath appeared unto Simon:” 
this they could readily admit, they had seen him themselves, 
and now added their narrative to the others, which were for- 
cing conviction upon the most incredulous. 

The women had seen Christ, Peter had seen him, he had 
been seen by two disciples at Emmaus: yet, as one of the 
evangelists declares, the report was not believed by the rest, 
but how does this agree with their own words “he is ris- 
en indeed?’? The evangelist explains himself, Jesus 
«‘ stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, peace 
«be unto you. And they were affrighted, and supposed that 
«« they had seen a spirit.” They did not believe that he had 
appeared bodily to those who pretended to have seen him in 
the body, nay, when he appeared to themselves, they did not 
credit their own eyes, but supposed that what was now before 
them was an apparition. In his appearance to the other 
brethren, and in his appearance to themselves, there were 
circumstances which tended to unsettle their. faith. 

He appeared to their brethren # another form, and vanish- 
ed the moment that he was known: now although the doers 
were shut and well secured, he appeared suddenly among them, 
without perceiving how he could have enter ed ; circumstan- 
ces more applicable to the idea of a spirit than of a living 
body. The mistake, in both cases, arose from not attending 
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to the miraculous power belonging to Christ, Witch had ex- 
erted itself more than once in his life time, at Nazareth and 
at Jerusalem, escaping from his enemies, they knew not how, 
to the operation of which power his being in the body was no 
impediment: inattention to this subjected them to just reproof, 
«* And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do 
thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my hands and my 
feet, that it is I myself. Handle me, and see: for a_ spirit 
hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have. And when he 
had thus spoken, he shewed them Ais hands and his feet. And 
while they yet believed not for j joy and wondered, he said 
unto them, Have ye here any meat? And they gave hima 
piece of honey-comb. And he took if, and did “eat before 
them.” 

The apostles had now every evidence which could be giv- 
en them, or which they could reasonably desire, that Christ 
was risen from the dead. That they might have time to re- 
volve in their minds with cool deliberation, what they had 
seen, What they had heard, and what was written, Christ did 
not visit them for some days, when he again submitted him- 
self to a further trial to remove the unreasonable suspicions 
of Thomas, who being absent would not believe his brethren 
that they had seen the Lord, nothing would satisfy him but 
the evidence of his own senses, * except” was the language of 
this positive man, ** Except I shall see in his hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and 
thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. And aiter 
eight days, again his disciples were within, and Thomas with 
them. Then came Jesus, the doors being shuts and stood in 
the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to 
Thomas, reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands: and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust i/ into my side: and be 
not faithless but believing. And Thomas answered and said 
unto him, My Lord, -_ my God. Jesus saith unto him, 
Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed : 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” 

Such the measures which were taken to prepare the minds 
of the disciples to admit the truth of Christ’s resurrection : 
and such the evidence thereof which was offered them, none 
of them for the future could question a fact of such importance 
to be well ascertained ; yet for forty days, Christ continued 
to visit them, not to confirm a fact already placed beyond any 
doubt, but to instruct them concerning the spiritual kingdom 
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of which they were appointed tobe the chief ministers. Alereat 
part of the forty days which Christ spent onearth after his re- 
surrection, was spent in Galilee; in Judea attempts might, 
however fruitless, have been made to bring him again to the 
erave: butin Galilee he could assemble his friends without 
interruption ; to them also it was matter of accommodation, 
being at home, engaged in those employments which procured 
sustenance for themselves and families, 

In proof of the resurrection of Christ, we have examined 
witnesses who had no prejudices for or against that event. 
The Roman soldiers, who tell us that the sepulchre was open- 
ed by a supernatural power before which they found it impos- 
sible to stand ; and witriesses, who were deeply interested in 
the event, but who had no idea that he would rise again; but 
they saw him after his resurrection, they handled him, they 
ate with him, they had many conversations with him, and 
that too for forty days together, sometimes when alone, and 
sometimes when in company, to the number,on one occasion, 
of five hundred: surely never could a fact better bear the test, 
and never was a fact more fully proved. 

When Christ arose from the dead, his murderers although 
greatly confounded, did not repent. Their first attempt was 
to silence and pervert the testimony of the soldiers ; but the 
apostles were neither molested nor sought after ; a secret in- 
fiuence withheld their enemies for a time from violent mea- 
sures, but there was no change either in their hearts or lives. 
Tlieir obstinacy. was astonishing. Determined in their re- 
sistance, God left them to themselves. They grew worse and 
worse, and were gone beyond recovery. Similar instances 
have occurred in every age. Phareah of Egypt, under the 
terror of divine judgments often relented, and often also when 
these judgments were suspended rebelled anew, until pursuing 
with blended fury, the expected prey, in the red sea, he and 
all his host were utterly destroyed. The Israelites in the 
wilderness, under the guidance and protection of the Most 
High, were submissive and rebellious in turn; but the period 
of forbearance having expired, the whole multitude, with few 
exceptions, who being twenty years old when they left 
Egypt, perished almost in-sight of the promised land. 
None had greater advantages than the Jews under the 

ministry of Jesus and his apostles; but proving stiff 

necked and rebellious, one calamity followed another: never 

was a nation so severely punished. Wrath came upon them 
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to the uttermost. ‘With these instances before them, let mo¢ 
christians be surprised, should some, in our day, be seen in 
the chair of the scornful, setting Christ and his authority at 
defiance. To such the resurrection of Christ is an object of 
terror; they shall never be ableto withstand... Like the Ro- 
man guards they shall flee, but find no place of safety ; they 
shall be ruled with a rod of iron, and dashed in pieces as a 
potter’s vessel. If his wrath be kindled but a little, they shall 
be consumed. 

«« Christ is risen indeed !”’ Rejoice christian, when he arose 
your sins were blotted out, death was divested of his sting. 
Immortality was brought to light. By his resurrection you 
are begotten again to alively hope. Former prophecies led 
man to expect his appearance on earth, to die and to rise 
again; the testimony of the most unexceptionable witnesses, 
who had the best means of ascertaining those facts, assures 
us, that to the full conviction of their eyes and ears and touch, 
in his death and resurrection, these prophecies were com- 

letely verified. If men hear not Moses and the Prophets, 
Christ and his apostles, whom will they hear? or by whom 
can they be persuaded? The defect is not in the evidence af- 
forded, but in their own disposition. They refuse the subject 
that calm, that devout, that patient investigation which it de- 
serves. "They listen to any teaching rather than to the teach- 
ing of God’s word. No wonder themind is undiscerning, no 
wonder the darkness is impenetrable to the light. Christian 
be more conversant with yourselves, with your bibles, and 
with your God. You will then see with new eyes, hear with 
new ears, and feel with new hearts. Acknowledge your in- 
terest in what Christ has done, and is doing; glory in his 
cross, triumph in his resurrection. They who believe in 
him, though they were dead yet they shall live again ; and they 
who live and believe in him shall never die. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF AN AFRICAN. 


AN African, brought from his native country when about 
thirty five years old, and afterwards a slave to Mrs. Harding 
of Virginia, possessed a discriminating mind. He gave, in a 
conversation with a stranger, an interesting account of his 
feelings, when torn from his friends, and in a variety of 
situations which afterwards diversified his life. The account 
might be entertaining ; but his experience of the power of re- 
ligion, expressed in a narrative, taken from his own fips, is 
more immediately appropriate to the object of the present pub- 
lication. His fidelity to his master, his affection to his fellow 
servants, and his piety to his God stamped his proféssion of 
religion as sincere. The authenticity of the narrative is un- 
questionable. The conversation was as follows ; 

Stranger. Ayre you not sorry that you came from your na- 
tive country and people ? 

African. «No, massa, me no sorry, me glad me in this 
country ; me did not know when in my country that there is 
a God; here me found him, and me heart glad, and me love 
him a little, and me want to love him more, he is so good to 
poor old man.” 

Stran. Did you not believe when in your native country, 
that after this life was ended you should be happy or misera- 
ble, according to your own behaviour ? 

Af. No, massa; when child die in my country, when 
friend die, we believe he is gone iike a beast. If somebody 
go in my country, and tell them that they will see their friends 
again, they will not let them walk, they will carry them in 
their arms.” : 

Stran. Pray tell me how you come to know at last that 
there is a Great One above, and that he will bless you and 
make you happy ? ' 

Af. < One of my fellow servants named Bess, went over 
the mountain to see her children—she met somebody who 
told her she must be good. When Bess came home she look 
sorry. One day we go to the cornfield to hoe corn: all day 
long me sing me country song; Bess say, old man, why you 
sing so, or What good is it? Me say, what now mejam no sick, 
for me no sorry ; why me no sing? Bess say, you are better 
try to pray to your blessed Lord to have mercy on your poor 
soul. O my poor soul! What is my poor soul? Bess say, 
there is something in you cannot die ;~-when your body is 
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tothe uttermost. With these instances before them, let mot 
christians be surprised, should some, in our day, be seen in 
the chair of the scornful, setting Christ and his authority at 
defiance. 'T’o such the resurrection of Christ is an object of 
terror ; they shall never be ableto withstand.. Like the Ro- 
man guards they shall flee, but find no place of safety ; they 
shall be ruled with a rod of iron, and dashed in pieces as a 
potter’s vessel. If his wrath be kindled but a little, they shall 
be consumed. 

«‘ Christ is risen indeed !”’ Rejoice christian, when he arose 
your sins were blotted out, death was divested of his sting. 
Immortality was brought to light. By his resurrection you 
are begotten again to alively hope. Former prophecies led 
man to expect his appearance on earth, to die and to rise 
again; the testimony of the most unexceptionable witnesses, 
who had the best means of ascertaining those facts, assures 
us, that to the full conviction of their eyes and ears and touch, 
in his death and resurrection, these prophecies were com- 
pletely verified. If men hear not Moses and the Prophets, 
Christ and his apostles, whom will they hear? or by whom 
can they be persuaded ? The defect is not in the evidence af- 
forded, but in their own disposition. They refuse the subject 
that calm, that devout, that patient investigation which it de- 
serves. They listen to any teaching rather than to the teach- 
ing of God’s word. No wonder themind is undiscerning, no 
wonder the darkness is impenetrable to the light. Christian 
be more conversant with yourselves, with your bibles, and 
with your God. You will then see with new eyes, hear with 
new ears, and feel with new hearts. Acknowledge your in- 
terest in what Christ has done, and is doing; glory in his 
cross, triumph in his resurrection. They who believe in 
him, though they were dead yet they shali live again ; and they 
who live and believe in him shall never die. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF AN AFRICAN. 


AN African, brought from his native country when about 
thirty five years old, and afterwards a slave to Mrs. Harding 
of Virginia, possessed a discriminating mind. He gave, in a 
conversation with a stranger, an interesting account of his 
feelings, when torn from his friends, and in a variety of 
situations which afterwards diversified his life. The account 
might be entertaining ; but his experience of the power of re- 
ligion, expressed in a narrative, taken from his own lips, is 
more immediately appropriate to the object of the present pub- 
lication. His fidelity to his master, his affection to his fellow 
servants, and his piety to his God stamped his proféssion of 
religion as sincere. The authenticity of the narrative is un- 
questionable. The conversation was as follows ; 

Stranger. Ayre you not sorry that you came from your na- 
tive country and people ? 

African. **No, massa, me no sorry, me glad me in this 
country ; me did not know when in my country that there is 
a God; here me found him, and me heart glad, and me love 
him a little, and me want to love him more, he is so goed to 
poor old man.” 

Stran. Did you not believe when in your native country, 
that after this life was ended you should be happy or misera- 
ble, according to your own behaviour ? 

Af. «No, massa; when child die in my country, when 
friend die, we believe he is gone iike a beast. If somebody 
go in my country, and tell them that they will see their friends 
again, they will not let them walk, they will carry them in 
their arms.” . 

Stran. Pray tell me how you come to know at last that 
there is a Great One above, and that he will bless you and 
make you happy ? ' 

lf. << One of my fellow servants named Bess, went over 
the mountain to see her children—she met somebody who 
told her she must be good. When Bess came home she look 
sorry. One day we go to the cornfield to hoe corn: all day 
long me sing me country song; Bess say, old man, why you 
sing so, or What good is it? Mesay, what now mejam no sick, 
for me no sorry ; Why me no sing? Bess say, you are better 
try to pray to your blessed Lord to have mercy on your poor 
soul. QO my poor soul! What is my poor soul? Bess say, 
there is something in you cannot die ;~-when your body is 
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put in the grave, your soul will go into another world, if you 
are good it will be happy; if you are bad, it will go into a 
dark place, there to be in pain forever. Me say, where is 
me blessed Lord? She say in Heaven, above the sky; but 
he sees you, and hears you every day. We should pray to 
him now, when we die he wont hear us pray. Me say, how 
me pray; me don’t know how to talk this country talk. She 
say, two words in your own country talk, your blessed Fa- 
ther hear it, he help you. Then Bess gohome. Me think 
about pray: me look up; me cant see any body to pray to; me 
say to myself, nobody there ; me get some bread to eat; me 
cant eat, me cant drink, me cant sleep, me pray ; two words 
come in my ear, (day come) me go to work, me cant work ; 
me look up again, me heart pain, me dont know what to do ; 
bird sing sorry, sun look sorry, sorry, corn lock sorry, and 
poor Camba more sorry than all. Butno watercome in my eye, 
me want to cry, me cant cry ; mearms pain me, me legs 
ain me, me cant work, me cant walk, me cant talk, me 
stand still ; me think somebody speak in my ear, pray to 
your blessed Muster above to have mercy on you, and forgive 
you your sins. Me say me cant pray, me heart felt hkea 
stone. By and by me fall down on the ground, me heart 
went, went—beat, beat ; me say in me country talk, me bles- 
sed Father have mercy, mercy, on poor Camba! water come 
in my eye, run down to the eround, glad come in me heart, 
love, love to me blessed Father! Me feel glad all over, me 
getup, every thing look glad for poor Camba; me say what 
is this? Me take hoe, work went well, me feel like me young ; 
me fellow servants come into the field, me go away to pray, 
prayer come more and more. Me dream one night me was 
in town like war town, me want to go peace town, me must 
g° through clear water ; me tell me fellow servant me want to 

ear preaching, me go, me see, me hear, me want to be a 
christian. Minister tell me Jesus Christ die fer me, and that 
he pray for me; me love Jesus, for he help poor negro— 
sometime me dont love him, then me sorry ; me try to pray, 
me cant pray; soon love come again, then water come in my 
eye, and me cant help it. Me glad me in this country—me 
glad to live—me glad to die, any thing to please my blessed 
Jesus.” 

We see by this narration, by what simple means God effects 
the conversion of a sinner.—* 0 that men would praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men.” 
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THE BIBLE SOCIETY OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA. 


GOD has been pleased to instruct mankind in different 
ways, suited to the state of the world, and of society in a pro- 
zyessive advancement from infancy to maturity. From the 
creation until the flood, considering the great age of men, 
when Methuselah conversed for a long series of years both 
with Adam and with Noah, tradition was sufficient to pre- 
serve what in human transactions was most remarkable. In 
the days of Moses, writing was brought to some perfection ; 
the detail of facts became more full, and in detail were hand- 
ed down to succeeding periods: but both before and after the 
days of Moses, instruction was communicated and preserved 
by allegories, which, when books were scarce and could be 
procured but by few, had great advantages. The emblem. 
being an object of sense, made deep impression, and was ea- 
sily remembered; a yerbal explanation was given; which 
neither required many words, nor were these words of uncer- 
tain meaning ; both the allegories and the interpretation pas- 
sed down with much accuracy to posterity. 

The art of printing affords the present age advantages un- 
known to former ages. ‘Thus the will of God is perpetuated, 
and may extensively be communicated, ‘The scriptures have 
faithfully been preserved ; but it was the policy of a corrupted 
church to shut them up in a foreign tongué, or to forbid a gen- 
eral perusal. They have now escaped from confinement, and 
far from forbidding the perusal, the church puts them into eve- 
ry hand, and repeats and urges the express command; Search 
the Scriptures. 

Brete Soctetres have for their object, the diffusion of 
the scriptures among all nations. 

What has been done for this purpose in other countries may- 
frequently come in view, but what is now doing among christ- 
jans in the United States is an object to which your attention . 
is first and strongly urged. I present you in this number 
with extracts from the first report of «the Bible Society of 
the District of Columbia,” a report calculated to cherish re- 
newed endeavours to promote so good a cause. 

The first meeting of « The Bible Society of the District 
of Columbia” was held in the city of Washington, on the 17th 
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day of January 1813. Its members, belonging to different 
religious denominations, appeared to be influenced by . one 
spirit—the spirit of love; and to engage with becoming zeal 
in the important object for which they had assembled. But 
that ardour which was manifested by the Society at its for- 
mation, was damped, and its exertions suspended, for a sea- 
son, on account of the peculiar circumstances in which the 
District was involved, and in which many of the members 
individually were placed. Its ardour, however, though 
damped, was not permitted to expire: and its exertions have 
been renewed. May that Spirit who dictated «the wordfof 
life’? inflame our hearts witha zeal still more ardent, and 
rouse us to still greater activity, in the holy, and charitable, 
and momentuous cause ! | 

«© The Bible Society of the District of Columbia” has pur- 
chased since its commencement fifteen hundred Bibles, and 
two hundred New ‘Testameats of the Philadelphia Stereotype 


edition, in superior binding, 


Of these there were 
Sold at cost to the Bible Society of Prince George’s 


County, 150 
Granted as a donation to do. 25 
Do. do. to the Charles County do. 25 
Sold at cost to the Faquier do. 100 

Distributed by the managers, gratuitously, 
and at reduced prices, 850 
1150 


Total circulated 
The constitution of the Society is the same with the con- 


stitution of the other Bible Societies in the United States, 
The present managers are, 
Revd. James Muir, D. D. PREsIDENT. 
James Laurie, D. D. Vv Pp 
Walter D. Addison, } Stina taste 
i cg a at ‘ i Corresponding Secretaries, 


Thomas Vowell, esq. Treasurer, 
Elias B. Caldwell, esq. Recording Secretary. 


Revd. Andrew Hunter, John Laird, esq. 
John Chalmers, Francis S. Key, esq. 
Obadiah B. Brown, Robert Munro, esq. 
Henry Foxall, John M-Daniel, esq. 
Oliver Norris, Hon. Bushrod Washington, 
John M*Gowan, esq. Jacob omni esq. 


Jehn Coyle, esq. Dr. George A. ‘Thornton, 
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A LETTER, 


From Viscountess Glenorchy to Mrs. Graham, who, under 
her ladyship’s patronage, taught a female academy at Ed- 
inburgh. 

Barnton, Dec. 29, 1781. 

Dear MapamM, - | 

I received your letter last week, and 

also one some time ago from Mrs. Walker, in which she de- . 

sired me to send you my sentiments upon the alteration you 

had made, and still thought of making, upon your plan. 

I have since endeavoured to consider, with all the atten- 
tion of which I am at present capable, the arguments that 
may be brought on both sides of the question; and with re- 
gard to the first point, viz. the practising, I will frankly own, 
that, could you send your young ladies to one where girls on- 
ly are admitted, I should more readily yield my opinion of 
the matter to those christians who have advised youto it. But 
as I learn that it is a promiscuous dance of boys and girls, I 
must in conscience say, that I look upon such a meeting, as 
equally pernicious in its effects upon the minds of young peo- 
ple, as balls and public assemblies on persons of riper years. 
When you mentioned the subject to me first, I thought it had 
been a practising of girls only, else I should have given you 
my sentiments fully upon the head. 

As to the reading of plays, or any part of them to young 
people, I must own, it does not appear to me to be expedient : 
it may be productive of bad consequences, and the good aris- 
ing from it, is, (at most,) uncertain. It is, no doubt very 
desirable to enlarge young people’s minds, and improve their 
taste, as well as their persons: but such is the state of things 
in this world, that to attain this to the degree wished for by 
every person ofyefined taste, some things must be sacrificed 
of much greater Value—for example, a girl cannot acquire the 
smart, polished air of a person of fashion, without imbibin 
too much of the nye oft he world. Vanity and emulation 
must be awakened and cultivated in the heart, before she 


will apply with diligence to outward accomplishments ; neither 
can her mind and taste be much i improved in polite literature 
without losing its relish for simple truth. I grant there are a 
few christians in the world who have acquired the outward 
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accomplishments of it; and have, by grace been enabled to turn 
these to good account; who, like the Israelites, having 
spoiled the Egyptians, have made use of their jewels in 
adorning the tabernacle: but this can never serve as an ar- 
gument on your side of the question. Ifthe Lord sees fit to 
ang a brand from the burning ; this is no reason why chil- 

ren should be initiated into the ways of sin ard folly, in 
hopes that some time or other, he will bring them out. We 
are never to do evil that good may come: and this brings the 
question to « short issue. 

Do you think it lawful for christians to attend public places, 
‘er to spend their time in reading plays? Do you think these 
things tend, either immediately or remotely to the glory of 
God? If you do not, I cannot see how you as achristian, can 
have any hand in introducing young ladies to the one, or in 
giving them a taste for the other. 

This, dear madam, is my view of the matter; but I do not 
wish you to walk by my light. I believe all the children of 
God are taught by him, and onght to follow the dictates of 
their own consciences ; I therefore pretend not to advise you, 
but I shall endeavour to pray that the great unerring coun- 
sellor' may give you divine wisdom to be your teacher, to lead 
you into all truth, and keep you from every thing incensist- 
ent with his holy will. | 

I have met with so many interruptions since I began this 
letter, that I fear it is hardly intelligible. I shall be sorry if 
I have said any thing that gives you uneasiness ; your spirits 
seem low, and your business not going so well as could be 
wished ; perhaps, I ought rather to have employed my fen in 
the way of consolation and encouragement, than by throwing 
in fresh matter of perplexity. Sure Iam, I do not mean to 
add affliction to the afflicted ; but, rather have been impelled, 
from aregard to truth, to write my real sentiments, as you 
desired. ) 

Your friend and humble servant, 
W. GLENORCHY. 
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This letter is extracted from a.book, which the friends of 
piety will read with much interest, the life of Mrs. Graham, 
lately published at New York. The following extract is on 
a similar subject, it is written in a different style, but has 
the same object in view; there are various tastes, for this; 
one may have a greater relish ; another for that. 
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EXTRACT. 
TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD, 


From * RURAL PHILOSOPAY”’—an EXCELLENT 
LITTLE worK. BY Ext Bates, Esq. A WRITER 
OF REPUTATION. 


THE true knowledge of the world does not consist chief- 
fy in the knowledge of its manners, its occupations, or its a- 
musements ; or of the interior views and principles by which 
it is governed ; for the former of these is merely superficial, 
and the latter is no more than philosophical ; but it consists 
in that knowledge, which may be called moral and religious, 
or that teaches us to set a due rate on every thing around us ; 
by which, is not meant, its price in the market, but its real 
use to the possessor. 

Now as the everlasting perfection and happiness of our na¢ 
ture, is, next to the glory of God, our chief end, every 
thing here below is to be estimated in reference to it; so far 
as it is conducive to this end, it is useful, and to be chosen; 
and so far as it is contrary, it 1s injurious, and to be rejected; 
if indifferent, (supposing any thing in this respect can be so) 
it should be treated accordingly, and either chosen or reject- 
ed at pleasure. 

When this principle is applied to the objects of time and 
sense, their true rate will be found very different from that at 
which they are held, in vulgar estimation. Of the amuse- 
ments and pleasures which the world pursues, with such avi- 
dity, many will be condemned for their inherent criminality } 
and all, even the most innocent, will be deemed of little 
worth, as well on account of their transitory nature, as of 


4 





a 


24, 


accomplishments of it; and have, by grace been enabled to turn 
these to good account; who, like the Israelites, having 
spoiled the Egyptians, have made use of their jewels in 
adorning the tabernacle: but this can never serve as an ar- 
gument on your side of the question. Ifthe Lord sees fit to 
pluck a brand from the burning ; this is no reason why chil- 
dren should be initiated into the ways of sin ard folly, in 
hopes that some time or other, he will bring them out. We 
are never to do evil that good may come: and this brings the 
question to a short issue. 

Do you think it lawful for christians to attend public places, 
‘er to spend their time in reading plays? Do you think these 
things tend, either immediately or remotely to the glory of 
God? If you do not, [ cannot see how you as achristian, can 
have any hand in introducing young ladies to the one, or in 
giving them a taste for the other. 

This, dear madam, is my view of the matter; but I do not 
wish you to walk by my light. I believe all the children of 
God are taught by him, and onght to follow the dictates of 
their own consciences ; I therefore pretend not to advise you, 
but I shall endeavour to pray that the great unerring coun- 
sellor’'may give you divine wisdom to be your teacher, to lead 
you into all truth, and keep you from every thing inconsist- 
ent with his holy will. ‘ 

I have met with so many interruptions since I began this 
letter, that I fear it is hardly intelligible. I shall be sorry if 
I have said any thing that gives you uneasiness ; your spirits 
seem low, and your business not going so well as could be 
wished ; perhaps, I ought rather to have employed my pen in 
the way of consolation and encouragement, than by throwing 
in fresh matter of perplexity. Sure Lam, I do not mean to 
add afiliction to the afflicted ; but, rather have been impelled, 
from aregard to truth, to write my real sentiments, as you 
desired. 





Your friend and humble servant. 
W. GLENORCHY. 
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This letter is extracted from a book, which the friends of 
piety will read with much interest, the life of Mrs. Graham, 
lately published at New York. The following extract is on 
a similar subject, it is written in a different style, but has 
the same object in view; there are various tastes, for this, 
one may have a greater relish ; another for that. 
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EXTRACT. 
TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD, 


From “RURAL PHILOSOPHY”—an EXCELLENT 
LITTLE worK, BY Ext Bares, Esq. A WRITER 
OF REPUTATION. 


THE true knowledge of the world does not consist chief- 
fy in the knowledge of its manners, its occupations, or its a- 
musements ; or of the interior views and principles by which 
it is governed ; for the former of these is merely superficial, 
and the latter is no more than philosophical ; but it consists 
in that knowledge, which may be called moral and religious, 
or that teaches us to set a due rate on every thing around us ; 
by which, is not meant, its price in the market, but its real 
use to the possessor. 

Now as the everlasting perfection and happiness of our na¢ 
ture, is, next to the glory of God, our chief end, every 
thing here below is to be estimated in reference to it; so far 
as it is conducive to this end, it is useful, and to be chosen; 
and so far as it is contrary, it 1s injurious, and to be rejected ; 
if indifferent, (supposing any thing in this respect can be so) 
it should be treated accordingly, and either chosen or reject- 
ed at pleasure. 

When this principle is applied to the objects of time and 
sense, their true rate will be found very different from that at 
which they are held, in vulgar estimation. Of the amuse- 
ments and pleasures which the world pursues, with such avi- 
dity, many will be condemned for their inherent criminality ! 
and all, even the most innocent, will be deemed of little 
worth, as well on account of their transjtory nature, as of 
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their dangerous tendency to divert the mind from its greatest 
concerns. In like manner, the honours and riches of the 
world will suffer a repulse, upon a fair encounter with this 
principle, and be found unworthy either to be sought or en- 
tertained, except as they may be converted into instruments 
of usefulness, 

Ifthen the Knowledge, of which we have been speaking, 
be such as we have stated, if it consist chiefly in a just view 
of the relation which this world has to others, how few 
are there, whose pretensions to it, are solidly founded! Does 
he thus know the world, who thinks he has no other business 
in it than to eat and drink and rise up to play ? Or he, whose 
entire occupation is, to join house to house, field to field, till he 
is placed alone in the midst of the earth /* Does that politician 
thus know the world, who imagines that nothing is wanting 
to complete its felicity but literty and equality, peace and plenty? 
Or that philosopher, who knows every thing under the sun as 
well as Solomon himself, except that, the whole is vanity 2 
No: these are merely novices, in the science in which they 
fancy themselves profic ients. and may go for lessons to the 


simplest hermit, who is piously studious of the bible and of 


his own heart. 

And though we Were to consider the world ina manner less se- 
rious or theological, and should view it even in the most flourish- 
ing lightin which it can be placed by itsfondestadmirers, what 
is it buta great fair, in which a prodigious diversity of arti- 
cles is exposed to sale, some for amusement, some for ostenta- 
tion, and some for use ? Now suppose a wise man to go 
round the fair, and to note carefully its various commodities ; 
what would be the result of his survey ? Among the first class 

of objects above specified should he pick up a rattle, it will 
be one cheap and innocent, and such as may recreate his spir- 
its when exhausted with more serious affairs. The second 
class he would leave to the vain and prodigal. From the third 
he would collect such articles as might suit his wants or his 
reasonable convenience, at the same time taking heed that he 
paid down for them no more than their just value. This is 
the man who knows the world, and how to draw from it all 


‘the veal advantages it is capable of yielding. 


* Isaiah, v. 3. 
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ON ASSOCIATIONS FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
PEACE. 


SOCTETIES are formed almost for every purpose. The 
Reverend Doctor Thomas Chalmers, one of the ministers of 
Glasgow, in his sermon, on the restoration of peace, from 
these words, ** Mation shall not lift up the sword against na- 
‘tion, neither shall they learn war any more ;” suggests the 
propriety of associations to direct the public opinion on the 
subject of war and peace, and anticipates much advantage 
from such associations; he is a judicious writer, and in his 
writings knows how to reach the heart. 

‘‘ It is only” says he * by the extension of christian prin- 
‘* ciples among the people of the earth, that the atrocities of 
‘¢ war will at length be swept away from it; and that each of 
‘‘us is hastening the commencement of that blissful period, 
‘‘ who, in his own sphere, is doing all that in him lies to 
‘‘ bring his own heart, and the hearts of others, under the 
‘* supreme influence of this principle. It is public opinion, 
‘* which, in the long run, governs the world; and while I 
‘«* look with confidence to a gradual revolution in the state of 
‘« public opinion from the omnipotence of gospel truth work- 
“ing its silent, but effectual way, through the families of 
** mankind—yet I will not deny, that much may be done to 
“accelerate the advent of perpetual and universal peace, by 
** a distinct body of men embarking their every talent, and 
‘‘ their every acquirement in the prosecution of this, as a dis- 
‘¢ tinct object. This was the way in which, a few years ago, 
«‘the British public were gained over to the cause of Africa, 
‘«* This is the way in which, some of the other prophecies of 
«‘ the Bible are at this moment hastening to their accomplish- 
‘*ment; and I apprehend, that the prophecy of my text may 
‘‘be indebted for its speedier fulfthment to the agency of men, 
“‘ selecting this as the assigned field on which their philan- 
*‘ throphy shall expatiate. Were each individual member of 
** such a society to prosecute his own walk, and come forward 
‘¢ with his own peculiar contribution, the fruit of the united 
‘¢ Jabour of all would be one of the finest collections of christ- 
ian eloquence, and of en ‘¢htened morals, and of sound po- 
s* jitical philosophy, that ever was presented to the world. 
‘* [T could not fasten on another cause more fitted to call forth 
‘s such a variety of talent, and to rally around it so many of 
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«6 the generous and accomplished sons of humanity, and to 
«‘ give each of them a devotedness and a power far beyond 
‘‘ what could be sent into the hearts of enthusiasts, by the 
«¢ mere impulse of literary ambition.” | 

«* Let one take up the question of war in its principle, and 
«‘ make the fell weight of his moral severity rest upon it, and 
‘«‘ all its abominations. Let another take up the question of 
‘¢ war in its consequences, and bring his power of graphical 
s¢ description to the task of presenting an awakened public 
‘‘ with an impressive detail of its cruelties, and its horrors. 
s¢ Let another neutralize the poetry of war, and dismantle it 
of all those bewitching splendowrs, which the hand of mis- 
«* guided genius has thrown over it. Let another teach the 
‘* world a truer, and more magnanimous path to national glo- 
é‘ ry, than any country of the world has yet walked in. Let 
s* another tell with irresistable argument, how the christian 
«« ethics of a nation is at one with the christian ethics of its 
«* humblest individual. Let another bring all the resources 
«¢ of his political science to unfold the vast energies of defen- 
s¢ sive war, and shew, that instead of that ceasless jealousy 
s¢ and disquietude which are ever keeping alive the flame of 
s* hostility among the nations. each may wait in prepared se- 
‘* curity, till the first footstep of an invader shall be the signal 
‘¢ for mustering around the standard of its outraged rights, all 
‘* the steel, and spirit of the country. Let another pour the 
«* light of modern speculation into the mysteries of trade, and 
‘* prove that not a single war has been undertaken for any of 
‘¢ its objects, where the millions and the millions more which 
«were lavished on the cause, have not all been cheated away 
‘*‘ from us by the phantom of imaginary interest. This may 
«* look to many like the Uptonianism of a romantic anticipa- 
‘«* tion—but I shall never despair of the cause of truth addres- 
‘«¢ sed to achristian public. when the clear light of principle 
«‘ can be brought to every one of its positions, and when its 
«* practical and conclusive establishment forms one of the 
*¢ most distinct of Heaven’s prophecies—* that men shall beat 
‘«¢ their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into prun- 
«‘ ing hooks—and that nation shall not lift up sword against 
¢ nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 


RMI 


The ground which Dr. Chalmers wishes his countrymen te 
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occupy, is already occupied by an American, « THE 
FRIEND OF PEACE” published by Cummings and Hil- 
lard of Boston, No. 3, well exposes the horrors of war, and 
cannot fail if he pursues the subject with equal success to make 
deep impression, and pave the way for such associations as 
Dr, Chalmers proposes, and direct their operations. 


— ¢ 


IN the account of an African, we see the power of reli- 
gion over a mind rude and uncultivated; where the individual 
was found in the most degraded state: but in the extract which 
I now make, religion found its way into the dwelling of the 
affluent, and the circle of dissipation ; and produced a happy 
change in the heart, and maintained a lasting sway over the 
life of one who encountered the temptations to which rank and 
wealth expose us; and who enjoyed the advantages of aliberal 
education. 


INTERESTING EXTRACT. 


Tue late Mr. Thomas Bradbury happened to dine one 
day at the house of Mrs. Tuoly, an eminent christian lady in 
London, who was famous in her day for religion, and for the 
love she bore to Christ, and all his servants and people. Her 
house and table were open to them all, being another Lydia 
in that respect. Mr. Timothy Rogers, who wrote the book 
on religious melancholy and was himself many years under 
that distemper, happened to dine there the same day with 
Mr. Bradbury ; and after dinner, he entertained Mrs. Too- 
ly and him with some stories concerning his father, who was 
one of the ejected ministers in the year 1662, and the suffer- 
ings he underwent. on account of non-conformity. Mr. Ro- 
gers particularly related an anecdote, that he had often heard 
his father, with a good deal of pleasure tell to himself and 
others concerning a deliverance which he had from being sent 
to prison, after his mittimus, as they callit, was written out 
for that purpose. 

He happened to live near the house of one Sir Richard 
Cradock, a justice of the peace, who was a most violent hater 
and prosecutor of the dissenters; one who laid out himself to 
distress them by all the means which the severe laws then in 
being, put in his power, particularly by enforcing the law 
against conventicles. He bore a particular hatred to Mr, 
Rogers, and wanted above all things to have him in his pow- 
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er; and a fair opportunity as he thought offered itself to him, 
He heard that Mr. Rogers was to preach at a place some miles 
distant; and he hired two men to go as spies, who were to 
take the names of all the hearers they knew, and to witness 
against Mr. Rogers and them. 

The thing succeeded to his wish ; they brought the names of 
several persons who were hearers on that occasion, and Sir 
Richard sent and warned such of them as he had a particular 
spite at, and Mr. Rogers, to appear before him. Accordingly 
they all came with trembling hearts, expecting the worst ; 
for they knew the violence of the man. 

While they were in his great hall, expecting to be called 
upon, there happened to come into the hall a little girl, a 
grandchild of Sir Richard’s, about six or seven years of age. 
She looked at Mr. Rogers, and was much taken with his ven- 
erable appearance : and he being naturally fond of children, 
got her on his knee, and mate a great deal of her: and she 
was fond of him. At last Sir Richard sent one of his ser- 
vants to informthe company that one of the witnesses was fal- 
len sick and could not be present that day ; and therefore 
warned them anew to come another day which he named to 
them. 

Accordingly they came; and the crime, as the justice cal- 
led it, was proved. He ordered their mitfimus to be written, 
to send them to goal. Mr. Rogers, before he came expec ting 
to see the little girl again, had brought some sweetmeats to 
give her, and he was not disappointed, for she came running 
to him, and was fonder of him than she was the day before, 
She was, it seems a particular favourite of her grandfather’s, 
and had got such an ascendancy over him that he could deny 
her nothing. She was withal a child ofa violent spirit, and 
could bear no contradiction, as she was indulged in every 
thing. Once, it seems, when she was contradicted in some- 
thing, she run a pen-knife into her arm, that had near cost 
her either her life, or the loss of her arm. After which Sir 
Richard would not suffer her to be contradicted in any thing, 

While she was sitting on Mr. Rogers’ knee and eating the 
sweatmeats which he gave her she looked wishfully on him, 
and said, * What are you here for, sir? He answered, «I 
believe your grandfather is going to send me and my friends 
whom you see here, to goal. * To goal! says she: why, 
what have you done?” Why, I did nothing but preached at 
such a place, and they did nothing but heard me. But, saye 
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she, my grandpapa shan’t send you to goal, ah, but my dear, 
said he, I believe he is now making out our mittimus to send 
us all there. 

She ran immediately to the chamber where her grandfather 
was, and knocked with her head and heels till she got in, and 
said, what are you going to do with my good old gentleman 
here in the hall? That’s nothing to you, said her grandfather; 
get you about your business. But I wont says she; he tells 
me you are going to send him and his friends to goal; and if 
you send them V’ll drown myself in the pond as soon as they 
are gone ; I willindeed. When he saw the girl was resolute 
and peremptory, if shook him and overcame even the wicked 
design he had formed to persecute the servants of the Lord. 
He stept into the hall, with the mittimus in his hand and said, 
«© J had here made out your mittimus to. send you all to goal, 
as you deserve ; but, at my grandchild’s request I set you all 
at liberty.’’ 

They all bowed and thanked his worship. But Mr. Ro- 
gers stept up to the child and laid his hands upon her head ; 
and lifting up his eyes to Heaven he said, « God bless you, 
my dear child ; may the blessing of that God whose cause you 
now did plead, though as yet you know him not, be upon you 
in life, at death and through eternity.”” And then he and his 
friends went away. 

Mrs. Tooly listened with uncommon attention to the story; 
and looking on Mr. Rogers, said, * Andare you that Mr. 
Rogers’ son ?”’ «* Yes madam, answered he, Tam.” * Well,’ 
says she, ‘for as long as I have been acquainted with you, E 
never knew that before. And now [ will tell you something 
you never knew before: I am the very girl your dear father 
blessed in the manner you now related it. It made an im- 
pression on me I could never forget.”” Upon this double dis- 
covery, Mr. Rogers and Mrs. Tooly found they had a super- 
added tie of love and affection to each other beyond what they 
had before. And then he and Mr. Bradbury were desirous 
to know how she, who had been bred up with an aversion to 
the dissenters and to serious religion, made now-such a figure 
among them and was so eminent for religion. 

She complied with this request, and very freely told them 
her story. She said, that after her grandfather’s death, she 
was left sole heiress of his great estate ; and being in the 
bloom of youth, and having none to controul her, she run af- 
ter all the fashionable diversions of the time in which she lived, 
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without any manner of restraint. But at the same time she 
confessed that, at the end ofthem ail, she found a dissatisfac- 
tion both with herself and them, that always struck a damp to 
her heart which she did not know how to get rid of, but by 
running the same fruitless round over and over again ; but all 
in vain. 

She contracted some slight illness, upon which she thought 
she would go to Bath, as hearing that it was a place for plea- 
sure as well as health. When she came there, she was led 
in providence to consult an apothecary. who happened to be 
a very worthy religious man. He enquired what she ailed? 
«s Why,” says she, * Doctor, I don’t ail much as to my body; 
but I have an uneasy mind that I can’t get rid of. «* Truly, 
says he, miss, I was so till I met with a book that cured me 
of it.” * Books !”’ said she; «I get all the vooks I can lay 
my hands on, plays, novels. and romances I can hear of ; but 
after I have read them, my uneasiness isthe same.” «* That 
may be said be, miss, I don’t wonder at it. But this book I 
speak of, I can say of it, what I can say of no other I ever 
read, I nevertire of reading it; but can begin to read it againas 
tho’ I never rea dit before. And Talwayssecsomething new in 
it.” *« Pray” says she, «* Doctor what bock is that 2”? « Nay, 
miss,” answered he. * that is a secret I don’t tell to every 
one.” © But could I not geta sight of that book °”’ says she, 
«s Yes,’ says he miss, if you speak me fair, I can help you to 
it.’ « Pray get it me then Doctor, and Pll give you any 
thing you please.” * Yes,” sayshe, «If y ou’ll promise one 
thing, I'l bring it you; and that is, that you will read it over 

carefully : and if you should not see much in it at first, that 
you will give it a second reading.” 

She promised fairly she would: And after raising her cu- 
riosity by coming twice or thrice without bringing if, he at 
last brought it. took it out of his pocket and gave ither. It 
was the New-Testa iment. When she looked on it, « Poh, 
(with a flirt.) I could get that at any time.” < Why miss so 
you might,” replied the Doctor; * but remember I have your 
solemn. promise, that you will read it car efully.” « Well,” says 
she, though I never read it before, V'll give it a reading. 7 

Accordingly she began to read it ; and it soon attracted her 
attention. She saw something in it she had a deep concern 
in; and if she was uneasy in her mind before, she was ten 
times more so now, she did not know what to do with herself. 
So she got away back to London, to see what the diversions 


there would do again. Butall was im vain. 
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She was lodged at the court end of the town, and had a gen- 
tlewoman with her by way of a companion. One Saturday 
eveniug she dreamed, that she was in a place of wor- 
ship and heard a sermon which she could remember nothin 
of, when she awaked, but tlie text; but the dreara made suc 
an impression on her mind, that the idea she had of the place 
and the minister’s face, was as strong as if she kad been ac- 
quainted with both for a number of years. She told her 
dream to her companion on the Lord’s day morning; and 
after breakfast, said she was resolved to go, in quest of it, if 
she should go from one end of London to the other. 

Accordingly they set out, and went into this and the other 
church as they passed along; but none of them answered what 
she,saw in her dream. About one of the clock, they found 
themselves in the heart of the city; and they went into an 
eating house, and had a bit of dinner; and out again in search 
of this place. : 

About half an hour after two they were in the Poultry, and 
she saw a great many people going down the Old Jewry ; and 
she determined she would see where they were going. She 
mixed herself among them, and they carried her to the Old 
Jewry. Sosoon as she entered the dor of it, and looked 
about, she turned to her companion and said with some sur- 
prise, ‘This is the very place [ saw in my dream,” She 
had not stood long, till Mr. Shower, who was then minister 
of the place, went up into the pulpit, as soon as she looked 
on him, with greater surprise still she said, this is the very 
man I saw in my dream; and if every part of it hold true, he 
will take for his text, Psalm cxvi. 7. Return to thy rest, O 
my soul; for the Lord hath dealt bowntifully with thee.” When 
he rose to pray, she was all attention, and every sentence 
went to the heart. Having finished prayer, he took that for 
his text; and there God met with her soul in a saving way 
and manner, and she at last obtained what she so long sought 
for in vain elsewhere, rest to her soul in him who is the life 


and happiness of souls. 
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THE STATE OF RELIGION IN NEW YORK. 


Information on this subject is derived from a sermon by the 
Rev. Gardixer Spring, preached on the 30th of Decem- 
ber last. \ 


IT GIVES A MBLANCHOLY PICTURE. 


« The great object of professing christians in the midst of 
us seems to be, to become rich. 


THERE is reason to fear that their highest aim is the 
attainment of wealth. Unlike expectants of glory, tliey « set 
their affections on things that are on the earth.”? Wealth is 
the centre of their wishes; the point toward which their de- 
sires seem to preserve an invariable tendency. They « lift 
up their souls unto vanity and pant alter the dust of the earth.” 
You do not find either the young or the old, either male or 
female, wasting their ardour and exhausting the strength of 
their affections for the honour of God and the salvation of 
souls; but their thoughts, their time, their talents, their pri- 
vileges, are swallowed up inthe world. How many who 
have named the name of Christ, and avouched hint for « all 
their salvation and all their desire,” still « make gold their 
hope, and say unto the fine gold, thou art my confidence !”’ 
Fiow many who profess to have ne portion beneath the skies, 
live as though wealth were their idol, mammon their God! 
And while this lamentable fact stares us in the face, does it 
not demonstrate that something must be done for the languish- 
ing, depressed state ofthe church? Christian brethren, it is 
this worldly spirit that blights our hopes—that chills religion: 
to the very heart :—that withers your graces—poisons your 
comforts, and blasts the fair fame of your Redeemer’s cause. 

Ah, brethren! the throb of spiritual life is languid and low. 
The people of God have become cold and indifferent to all 
that concerus the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom both 
within them and without them. They have fost their first 
love. There is a chilling stupidity that pervades the church. 
You have forgotten Ged, and you have forgotten man. You 
disregard the langour of saints, and the impending danger of 
sinners, Religion has become a dull, languid thing. The 
sacred flame which once enlightened and warmed, -is reduced 
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to a solitary spark; and all fervent, steady zeal for the ‘hho- 
nour of God and the salvation of souls, seems to have be- 
come well nigh extinct. There is not altogether a want of 
external attention to the word and ordinances ; but they are 
cold and heartless. There is much parade, and show, and 
noise about religion; this is the fatal deception of our city ; 
but where is its vital energy and ardour? There isa species “of 
religious dissipation in our Christian community, which har- 
dlens the hearts of professing Christians, and fortifies the con- 
sciences of the impenitent against the arrows of conviction, 
Both the people of God and the men of the world attend upon 
the service of the sanctuary, with a portion of the same kind 
of fecling with which they wouid atteud upon the diversions of 
the theatre, or listen toan argument atthe bar. ‘They hear; 
but it is a sound which « p lays round the head, but comes 
not to the heart.” They are pleased. but not affected ; they 
are interested, but not humbled; they go away sometimes 
extolling the merit and as often the demerit of the preacher, 
but selt'om steal silently to their closets under the condemn- 
ing power of pungent truth. 

‘It is but a little time since our city was covered with a cloud. 
In the recent desolations of our land, we were not exempt 
from our portion of calamity. But thesilverclarion of peace has 
again vibrated on our ear, and the rich blessings of peace 
have been again restored in wnexampled profusion. Worldly 
prosperity has been flowing in upon us in deep, wide channels; 
and all classes of men have been growing rich. But I hardly 
dare ask, what return has been made the Father of mercies 
for these multiplied favors? In «the day of adversity,” we 
began to * consider; but God has spoken to us in our 
prosperity, and we have said, We will not hear.” 

it is a mournful fact, that from the evening the glad tidings 
of returning peace thrilled the bosom of cur city, we have 
been forsaking God, and God has been forsaking us. Asa 
people, we have from that hour, been making our caiculations 
for time and not for eternity ; we have heen ‘¢ seeking our 

wn and not the things that are Christ's.” There has 
been less seriousness, less attention to religious duties of every 
kind, less time, if not less property and talent devoted to the 
Redeemer, than were called for during the season of our de- 
pression and distress. 

In acc to ey he purposes of his grace, the great lead 
of the church has been pleased to institute a sy stem of megns. 
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It is not because he is unable to work without them. He can 
convert men without his word and ordinances ;: but he sees fit 
not to do it. So-hecan make his word and ordinances effec- 
tual to their salvation without the prayers and exertions of his 
own people ; but he sees fit to use them. He does not need 
their exertions; but he does net work without them. Their 
prayers and exertions are as indispensable, as the proclama- 
tion of the prophet over the valley of dry bores, or the blow- 
ing of the ram’s horns around the walls of Jericho. Be it SO, 
that they derive all their efficacy, and depend for all their suc- 
cess on the sovereign appointment of God; are they the less 
necessary ? We assume it as a principle of permanent i unpor- 
tance, and as the spring of all our efforts, that the prayers of 
Christians for the effusion of the Holy Spirit, and their exer- 
tions for the conversion of sinners, are as much a part of the 
method by which God is pleased to extend the limits of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, as the dissemination of the Gespel, the 
existence of a living ministry, or any other institution what- 
éver. 

In our land, the blessing has trodden close upon the heels 
éf effort. Scarcely an exertion has been made, upon ever so 
small a scale, which has not been speedily crowned with a 
greater, or less degree of success. Cast your cyes over the 
various sections of the church, and wherever you find the peo- 
ple of God tremblingly alive for the interests of Zion ; there 
you will find Zion herself rising from the dust and putting on 
the garments of strength and salvation. Wherever you find 
the people of God deeply impressed with a sense of their 
necd of a revival, and anxiously desiring it; there the thought- 
Jess begin to shake off their indifference ; ‘there, sinners be: 
come V: “eak, and saints become strong. Shail I call your at- 
tention to scenes which we ourselves have witnessed? 'Three 
or fous times within three years past, we have appeared to be 
on the eve of a revival. And you will bear me witness that 
those were seasons of deep reflection, and fervent prayer. 
Short and transitory as they were, the amount of blessing far 
transeended the effort ; and let it be recorded, that the most 
of théase, who from time to time, have been Added to our com- 
niynion, date their impressions of the importance of personal 
gédliness from those seasons of short, though general solem- 
uty. God is “ nota man that he should lie, nor the son of 
nan that he should repent.” He has so visibly smiled upon 
the pious exertions of his people, tuat they y may always hepe 
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for his blessing, when they are sincerely and steadfastly en- 
gaged to promote a revival of pure and andefiled reiigion. 

It is worthy of remark, thatin the places where ‘God has 
been pleased during the last year, to pour out his Spirit, the 

exertions of pious females have been abundantly blessed. The 
prayers, the visits, the varied efforts of females may do much. 
it is time, ye disciples of Immanuel, that your exertions for 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, were called forth in a more decided 
character. Let the female members of this shurch be formed 
into little circles for.prayer ; let not a week pass without see- 
ing five or six of you assembled i in different parts of thecongre- 
ne to lift up your voices in the name of the ereat 
igh Priest of your profession for the effusion of the Holy 
Spat. «Ye that make mention of the name of the Lord; keep 
not silence, and give him no rest till he make Jerusalem a 
praise in the earth.” 

This year, you begin to set your faces toward the grave. 
Oh! who ean tell but the mandate is gone forth, and some lin- 
zering illness, some fatal providence is at the door to cut thee 
down! You may cherish the vain presumption, that you have 
many years to come; but the fond expectation will not ward 
of the shafts of the destroyer. That bloom shall fade; that 
sprightliness shall languish; that vigeur shall decay. You 
shallbe «+ cut down as the grass, and w ither as the sreen 
herb.” 

‘ Each moment has its sickle, and cuts down 
*¢ The fairest bloom of sublunary bliss.” 


You may procrastinate the work of repentance ; but death 
will not procrastinate the work of desolation. You may de- 
lay to obey the divine commands ; but death will not delay to 
execute the divine commission. O what momentous conse- 
quences hang upon the brittle thread of human life! Think, 

beloved friends, think what it will be to enter this year, upon 
tlie untried scenes of eternity! Will it be to be delivered from 
an evil and distracted world, and to be at rest with God ? Wilk 
it he to sin and weep nd hore? Or will it be, to enter upon a 
world of woe; there, to rest not day nor night; there, to 
weep and w ail, and knash your teeth? And so soen, fellow- 
sinner ? Must the door of hope be closed this year? It is in 
my heart to wish you alla hi: appy New Year; but O, whata 
year will it prove to yeu, ifthis year place -you beyond the 
reach of inercy ! | 








BR 
INTERESTING TO THE YOUNG. 
WINCHESTER, Ju1y 21, 1816. 
A Letter fram serccoroe orrcccscecers £0 soe covey Alexandria. 


My Dear Frienp, 

I received yours by my sister, and 
for this mark of attention, vou have my thanks. I am mor- 
tified to think you have had eccasion to repeat your recuest 
with respect to the particulars of the late gracious dealings 
of God with my dear family ; and as it affords me often an 
agreeable subject of meditation, shall be at no loss to 
recollect each particular. On the sabbath of the 24th 
of December, myself and family had as usual attended divine 
worship inthe morning which on that occasion was conducted 
by our friend .......—In the after part of the day, the Sunday 
school had occupied us all, I know not that the exercises of 
the day had more than commonly intcrested any, except ..... 
seoeses WhO I remember observed that Mr. .... had touched her 
when he spoke of the guiliy w anderings of the backslider. 

Having assembled for the evening, the pian was formed re- 
lative to the manner of spending it 5 reg Mr. .... re- 
tired to his study, and cach would get engaged with her 
hook ; and at other times, it was spent in conversation, or 
singing :—on thismemorable occasion we requested our friend 
to make one of our company. to which he agreed, on condi- 
tion that I would read, to which I readily consented, The 
subject of our reading was the lectures of Bishop Porteous upon 
the sufferings of our Saviour: it was calculated to interest 
the feelings: after the book was laid aside, my friend 
and my ‘self entered into conversation upon the then 
probable state of the good man who had afforded us such plea- 
sant entertainment; and from this an easy transition was 
made to the real shes of an eternal state, as interesting to each 
ofus. An awful solemnity prevailed; at length some present, 
overcome by their feelings, cried out in apparent anguish ; 
g9 unexpected was the effect produced by these inconsiderable 
means, that I knew not for a time what to make of it; but at 
length was constrained to say, * surely God was in this place 
and I knew it not.” With sonie, the agitation proved the mere 

effect of sympathy ; but not so with “others, blessed be God, 
five out of ten that were present still hold on their way ; three 
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of whom were my dear children, and all deservedly dear to 
me, though not related :—but to return to that precious even- 
ing, I would describe the scene ; but cannot: perhaps you can 
best conceive it. Providentially, no doubt, the week before 
us was a vacation in consequence of the Christmas season; pro- 
videntially, I may say, for we were one and all incapacitated 
for business, by the unusual agitation of feeling excited : in- 
deed I may truly say, it was a solemn week ; the inquiry was, 
what must we do? and I trust we were directed by the good 
spirit to seek such counsel and direction as was suitable to our 
cases. The cry was « my heart is hard, I cannot feel as I ought 
to feel.” After afew days, one or two of the girls found their 
sorrow turned into joy ; but this as I feared proved not an’ e- 
vangelical feeling ; we had however, reason to be thankful for 
an intermission of their distress ; although their fears did re- 
turn, and days of darkness were appointed them, still. a 


pearely and happy state of mind has succeeded, and they 


ave seated themselves at the table of the Lord, on two occa- 
sions since. 

You know, I believe, that previous to that event, a prayer 
meeting had been held in our house through the winter, and 
the attention and feeling manifested by those who attended, 
gave us a sanguine hope that God was about to bless us. 

During the winter Mr. .... has endeavoured to turn 
the attention of the young people under our care to reli- 
gion, fer this purpose, every Friday evening, before dis- 
missing the school he has given a short exhortation, and 
concluded with prayer, on some occasions they would appear 
to feel, but we had to lament, that like the early dew, that 
state of feeling soon passed away; we are now however, I 
trust, seeing the blessed fruits of these labours ‘of love, for 
some days past, some of the dear girls have been anxiously 
and with many tears, enquiring what they must do to be 
saved, evidently under powerful conviction of sin: two in par- 
ticular seemed greatly exercised, and when school was dismis- 
sed refused to go home until a late hour: this had been 
the case for three or four days: when last evening 
going ito one of my rooms, after day light had closed, f 
found one of the young ladies who boards with me in apparent 
distress, on enquiring the cause, ‘she observed she was a sin- 
ner, and was in consequence of the discovery very miserable: 
after conversing alone for some time, we were joined by the 
rest of the girls; I continued to converse with her, and found 
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to my surprise, that several of them, were under similar im- 
pressions : after a while they all took themselves off to ano- 
ther room, and after some conversation with one another, 
I found their feelings excited to a great degree, and on going 
to them, to my astonishment, found them all on their 
knees, and my beloved M. at prayer with them; this 
was ascene that description cannot do justice to. I sent im- 
mediately for Mr. H—, and also for Mr. —, who were not 
at homes but they arrived soon after: it was a late hour in- 
deed before we found the young ladies sufficiently composed 
to retire; Mr. H— talked and prayed with them; and has 
promised to meet them this evening. I will not close until I 


can tell you the result of this meeting. That the work of 


the Lord may prosper, is I well know the desire of your 
heart. | 

Well we have had a meeting truly interesting, chiefly though 
not exclusively, of children and young persons ; Mr. H— ad- 
dressed them at some length, in a very affectionate and earnest 
manner, and they were generally much affected. The good spir- 
it of our God is evidently at work among us, and we trust 
there will be many trophies here of Victorious all conquering 
grace: pray for us, and remember particularly our dear youth, 
that they may be led to build on the rock Christ Jesus. I 
leave the above circumstances with you, without comment, 
assured they will afford fresh subject of praise to our wonder 


working Gord. 


SEIZE THR PRESENT MOMENT. 


A man who was dying. sent his son, who was an idiof, for 
a clergyman, when the following dialogue took place between 


them. 

Idiot. «¥Father’s dying, Sir, father’s dying Sir: wants 
to sce you, Sir, wants to see you Sir. 

Clergyman. “1 am just going to dinner, after dinner I 


shall call. 
' Tdiot. Dinner Sir, dinner Sir, Death wait for dinner / Sir, 


Death wait for dinner! Sir. 
The clergyman stood reproved, and went immediately te 


administer the consolations of religion to his dying parish- 


oner. 
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